








‘Working Family Initiative’ Seeks to Reverse Negative Trends for Minnesota Families

ith many working families across

Minnesota facing stagnating wages

and going without either health
coverage or quality child care, CDF Minnesota
has completed a successful round of “Working
Families Initiative” meetings in partnership
with two other statewide organizations.

The groups joining CDF in the effore—
Child Care WORKS, and the JOBS NOW
Coalition—combined forces to promote
policies to increase access to health care, child
care, and family-supporting wages.

The groups held meetings in communities
across the state, including Worthington,
Rochester, Brainerd, Woodbury, Winona, and
Lino Lakes and may hold more this fall.

The effort has allowed officials of the three
groups to discuss efforts to reverse the trends
that have led to 152,000 children living in
poverty, and 85,000 going without health
coverage and to examine the reasons why more
than 1 million jobs in Minnesota don’t pay a
family-supporting wage.

“We heard from people who are concerned
about the trends that are adversely affecting the
economic stability of Minnesota children and
families,” said Carole Specktor, CDF

Session, from 1

In 2009, CDF Minnesota will continue to
press the “Children’s Health Security Act,
(CHSA) which would provide access to
affordable, quality health coverage for all
children in Minnesota, regardless of where
their parents work or how much they earn.
The bill passed the State House in 2007 but
was not made into law. It will be introduced
again in the 2009 legislature.

Because 2008 was a legislative “bonding”
year, much of the focus was on funding for
roads, bridges and other infrastructure across
the state. However, the legislature did take
action on health care and child care during the

session.

Health Care Reform Passes in 2008

Lawmakers enacted a health care reform pack-
age that would provide access to health cover-
age for about 12,000 of the state’s 400,000

uninsured adults and children. The legislation

intended to rein in health care costs and seeks

Woodbury resident Mark Paddelford makes a
point to CDF Minnesota’s Carole Specktor at a
recent Working Family Initiative meeting in
Woodbury. State Representatives Nora Slawik
(right) and Julie Bunn (second from right) look on.

Minnesota’s Legislative and Advocacy Director,
“This input was invaluable as we make the case
to state lawmakers that investing in children’s
health and well-being is not only good for

children but also the future of our state.”

Trends Threaten Economic

Stability of Minnesota Families

The groups pointed to evidence that is already
threatening the stability of Minnesota families,

such as:

to make health-care price and quality informa-
tion more available to consumers through
increased transparency.

Unfortunately, during the budget debate,
the Governor and lawmakers agreed to take
$50 million from the Health Care Access Fund
(HCAF) to help balance the budget. The
money in the HCAF is designated for
improving access to health care for
Minnesotans, so CDF Minnesota opposed this
diversion. However, lawmakers passed a
requirement that the funds be restored as
savings from the health care reform bill are

realized.

Child Care Cuts

Investments in child care assistance are key to
keeping parents in the work force and giving
children a safe and developmentally enriching
place during the day. Unfortunately, to balance
the budget, the Governor and the legislature
cut $9 million from the Child Care Assistance
Program. Usually, child care funds not spent by
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* More than 1 million jobs in Minnesota now
pay less than a family-supporting wage of
$12.24 per hour (less than $25,500 per
year).

¢ In 20006, there were 69,000 families in
Minnesota living in poverty (income of less
than $20,650 for a family of four). Three-
fourths of those families have one or more
worker.

* More than 152,000 Minnesota children now
live in poverty, an increase of 33 percent
since 2000. And the number living in
extreme poverty (half the poverty rate) has
doubled in that time.

e In 2001, an estimated 64,000 Minnesota
children lacked health coverage. That
number has grown to 85,000. Health
coverage is a key indicator of whether or not
a child will succeed in school and in the
work force.

“We want the Working Family Initiative to
educate both Minnesotans and our lawmakers
about what is happening in our state and the
importance of investing in policies that
enhance familiy economic stability,” Specktor

said.

counties are redistributed to other counties that
have families on child care waiting lists. This
year those funds were not redistributed, but
instead were taken to balance the budget. This
money would have provided child care assis-
tance to about 900 of the approximately 4,000

families currently on the waiting list.

Child Care Advisory Task Force

A state wide task force was created to review
and make recommendations to the legislature
to remove barriers facing families applying for
and receiving child care assistance. The panel
will begin meeting this year and issue a report

to the legislature by January 15, 2010.
On to 2009

As the elections take place this fall, and a new
legislature assembles in January 2009, CDF
will once again be actively involved in urging
state lawmakers to make investing in children a

top priority.



2008 KIDS COUNT Report: Child Poverty Growing in Minnesota

he number of Minnesota children living

in poverty has climbed to the highest

level of the decade, costing the state an
estimated $5.7 billion each year, according to
the 2008 KIDS COUNT Data Book released
recently by CDF Minnesota.

This year’s Data Book, entitled “From
Getting By to Getting Ahead,” found that
152,000 Minnesota children, or 12 percent -
lived in poverty in 2006, the latest year data is
available. That number is a 33 percent increase
since 2000. (Poverty is defined as about
$21,000 in annual income for a family of four
in 2007.) The costly problem diminishes the
state’s long-term productivity and economic
output, and increases the public cost of health
care and crime across the state, according to
the report.

“Poverty for children is not merely
unfortunate, it is damaging, not only to our
children, but also to our state’s future,” said
Jim Koppel, CDF Minnesota Director

Koppel said about 50,000 Minnesota
children under age 5 (15 percent) live in
poverty. Research finds that young children are
most vulnerable to the stress of poverty, which
can permanently impair language development

and memory.

Poverty Among State’s Black Children
Near Worst in United States

The report found that overall 12 percent of
Minnesota’s children live in poverty. However
the rate for non-white children was much high-
er. Fully 45 percent of Black children live below
the poverty level, along with 26 percent of
Hispanic/Latino children, and 20 percent of
Asian children. Among the 33 states with
enough Black children to produce reliable esti-
mates, only three states (Oklahoma, Louisiana
and Mississippi) had higher poverty rates
among Black children than Minnesota.

The annual KIDS COUNT publication
provides state data as well as data from all 87
counties on a variety of indicators that show
how well Minnesota’s children and families are
faring. The 2008 book focuses on family
economic security, along with highlighting
comprehensive data that show how well
Minnesota is meeting the basic needs all

children share.

Other Findings from the 2008 KIDS
COUNT Data Book Include:

* Nearly 80 percent of Minnesota families
have all available parents in the
household in the work force,
while the cost of child care has

in just under a decade. The
average annual cost of full-time
care for an infant at a child
care center was $13,000 in
2007, or more than a full-time
minimum wage worker could make in an
entire year.

“Child poverty
soared 55 percent in Minnesora COStS Minnesota
$5.7 hillion
each year.”

¢ In Minnesota, an estimated 85,000 children
(7 percent) lacked health insurance in 2004
to 2006 (the most recent national data), an
increase of more than 20,000 children from
four years prior. The number of uninsured
children would fill every seat in the
Metrodome, with tens of thousands still
standing outside.

While the book reports some alarming
statistics, it also highlights movements working
to eradicate poverty, such as the Legislative
Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by
2020. The book also includes a list of “Partners
in Prosperity,” organizations that work with
families to build assets and strengthen their
future, and “Stars of the State,” groups using
creative ways to support Minnesota families.
Visit the www.cdf-mn.org to view
additional county level data,
download an electronic copy of the
book and see a schedule of future
KIDS COUNT events.

KIDS COUNT is a project of
the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

2008 KIDS COUNT STARS OF THE STATE

W

CDF Minnesota staff Norma Bourland (left) and Andi Egbert (right) present Patrick Gannon
and Carma Bjornson of the Rochester Child Care Resource and Referral with a 2008 “Star of
the State” Award for its Kinship Caregiver program, which supports more than 100 area
residents who are raising their grandchildren or other relatives. There are seven initiatives
in Minnesota that received a 2008 KIDS COUNT Star of the State award for efforts make a
difference for families. Read more in the 2008 KIDS COUNT data book at www.cdf-mn.org.
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CDF Forum Highlights Need to Dismantle State’s ‘Cradle to Prison Pipeline’

More than 350 people attended a recent
Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Minnesota
forum which highlighted the work Minnesota
must do to dismantle its “Cradle to Prison
Pipeline.” The pipeline traps and funnels
thousands of minority youth in the state and
across the country into the criminal justice
system each year.

The forum, hosted at the Wilder Center by
CDF Minnesota and St. Paul Youth Services,
examined ways to slow the number of minority
youth now being arrested and incarcerated each
year. The groups said poverty exacerbated by
race was the major factor underpinning the
“pipeline,” both in Minnesota and across the
country.

“This report points out that often the most
dangerous place for a child to grow up in this
country is the intersection of poverty and race,”
said Jim Koppel, Director of CDF Minnesota.
“The pipeline that funnels thousands of
minority youth into the criminal justice system

has been aggravated by misguided policy

More than 350 people attended the recent summit
in St. Paul on the “Cradle-to-Prison-Pipeline”
initiative in Minnesota.

priorities. We must work to dismantle it, and
we must act soon.”

The event attracted dozens of state and local
elected and civic leaders as well as local school
and non-profit leaders who work with youth
across the Twin Cities. A panel of local experts
heard the report and discussed efforts to deal
with the problem.

In Ramsey County, where the event was
held, Black children made up 14.7% of the

county’s juvenile population, but accounted for
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40% of the juveniles arrested and 47% of the
juveniles sentenced to a secure juvenile
correctional facility.

Black kids were almost four times more
likely to get arrested than their white
counterparts, and children from all minority
groups were more than twice as likely to get

arrested than their white counterparts.

Poverty Among State’s Black Children
Near Worst in U.S.
The event came on the heels of a report released
by CDF Minnesota in May that found that
overall 12 percent (or a total of 152,000) of
Minnesota’s children live poverty. However the
rate for non-white children was much higher.
Fully 45 percent of Black children live below
the poverty level, along with 26 percent of
Hispanic/Latino children, and 20 percent of
Asian children. Among the 33 states with
enough Black children to produce reliable
estimates, only three states (Oklahoma,
Louisiana and Mississippi) had higher poverty

rates among Black children than Minnesota.



