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Maricruz Monreal, a 2008 CDF “Beat the Odds” Scholarship winner answers a question from WCCO TV 
News Anchor Amelia Santaniello at a recent event honoring the dozens St. Paul students who were 
scholarship recipients in 2008. Maricruz, a St. Paul Johnson High School senior, was part of a four-
student panel who discussed importance of scholarships, not only to students but also to the community. 
Also honored was 2008 BTO scholarship winner Maipacher Her of Edison High School.

Children can’t vote or 

advocate for themselves, so 

it is incumbent upon 

adults—policymakers and citizens 

alike—to ensure the health, safety 

and well-being of Minnesota’s 1.2 

million children. 

We know that every dollar 

invested in a young child comes 

back to our state many times 

during the life of that child. That 

is why the CDF Action Council 

produces an annual scorecard to 

inform citizens about how 

policymakers vote, invest, and 

work on behalf of children.

The 2008 version of the 

scorecard will be released this fall 

so you can find out how your 

elected representatives voted this 

year on issues that have a 

significant impact on the lives of 

children. As in past years, the 2008 

scorecard will highlight key votes 

cast on important issues such as 

health care, child care, and 

economic stability for families.

With 152,000 children now 

living in poverty in our state, and 

85,000 children without health 

coverage, CDF Minnesota will 

continue to advocate for 

investments to address these 

growing problems.

You can help by finding out 

how your state legislators voted on 

behalf of children before you vote 

in this fall’s elections.

Did Your Lawmaker Vote For Children in 2008?

CDF Action Council Legislative Scorecard Coming this Fall

CDF Minnesota’s Legislative and Advocacy Director Carole Specktor (left) and 
Director Jim Koppel (center) recognized 37 Legislative Children’s Champions 
recently, including Mindy Greiling, Erin Murphy, Nora Slawik, and Sheldon 
Johnson for their votes on behalf of children in 2007. CDF will recognize 
legislators in its upcoming 2008 Legislative scorecard.

With many working families across 

Minnesota facing stagnating wages 

and going without either health 

coverage or quality child care, CDF Minnesota 

has completed a successful round of “Working 

Families Initiative” meetings in partnership 

with two other statewide organizations. 

The groups joining CDF in the effort—

Child Care WORKS, and the JOBS NOW 

Coalition—combined forces to promote 

policies to increase access to health care, child 

care, and family-supporting wages.

The groups held meetings in communities 

across the state, including Worthington, 

Rochester, Brainerd, Woodbury, Winona, and 

Lino Lakes and may hold more this fall.

The effort has allowed officials of the three 

groups to discuss efforts to reverse the trends 

that have led to 152,000 children living in 

poverty, and 85,000 going without health 

coverage and to examine the reasons why more 

than 1 million jobs in Minnesota don’t pay a 

family-supporting wage.

“We heard from people who are concerned 

about the trends that are adversely affecting the 

economic stability of Minnesota children and 

families,” said Carole Specktor, CDF 

Minnesota’s Legislative and Advocacy Director, 

“This input was invaluable as we make the case 

to state lawmakers that investing in children’s 

health and well-being is not only good for 

children but also the future of our state.”

Trends Threaten Economic  
Stability of Minnesota Families

The groups pointed to evidence that is already 

threatening the stability of Minnesota families, 

such as: 

More than 1 million jobs in Minnesota now •	
pay less than a family-supporting wage of 
$12.24 per hour (less than $25,500 per 
year). 

In 2006, there were 69,000 families in •	
Minnesota living in poverty (income of less 
than $20,650 for a family of four). Three-
fourths of those families have one or more 
worker. 

More than 152,000 Minnesota children now •	
live in poverty, an increase of 33 percent 
since 2000. And the number living in 
extreme poverty (half the poverty rate) has 
doubled in that time. 

In 2001, an estimated 64,000 Minnesota •	
children lacked health coverage. That 
number has grown to 85,000. Health 
coverage is a key indicator of whether or not 
a child will succeed in school and in the 
work force.

“We want the Working Family Initiative to 

educate both Minnesotans and our lawmakers 

about what is happening in our state and the 

importance of investing in policies that 

enhance familiy economic stability,” Specktor 

said.

‘Working Family Initiative’ Seeks to Reverse Negative Trends for Minnesota Families

Woodbury resident Mark Paddelford makes a 
point to CDF Minnesota’s Carole Specktor at a 
recent Working Family Initiative meeting in 
Woodbury. State Representatives Nora Slawik 
(right) and Julie Bunn (second from right) look on.

In 2009, CDF Minnesota will continue to 

press the “Children’s Health Security Act, 

(CHSA) which would provide access to 

affordable, quality health coverage for all 

children in Minnesota, regardless of where 

their parents work or how much they earn. 

The bill passed the State House in 2007 but 

was not made into law. It will be introduced 

again in the 2009 legislature. 

Because 2008 was a legislative “bonding” 

year, much of the focus was on funding for 

roads, bridges and other infrastructure across 

the state. However, the legislature did take 

action on health care and child care during the 

session.

Health Care Reform Passes in 2008

Lawmakers enacted a health care reform pack-

age that would provide access to health cover-

age for about 12,000 of the state’s 400,000 

uninsured adults and children. The legislation 

intended to rein in health care costs and seeks 

to make health-care price and quality informa-

tion more available to consumers through 

increased transparency. 

Unfortunately, during the budget debate, 

the Governor and lawmakers agreed to take 

$50 million from the Health Care Access Fund 

(HCAF) to help balance the budget. The 

money in the HCAF is designated for 

improving access to health care for 

Minnesotans, so CDF Minnesota opposed this 

diversion. However, lawmakers passed a 

requirement that the funds be restored as 

savings from the health care reform bill are 

realized. 

Child Care Cuts

Investments in child care assistance are key to 

keeping parents in the work force and giving 

children a safe and developmentally enriching 

place during the day. Unfortunately, to balance 

the budget, the Governor and the legislature 

cut $9 million from the Child Care Assistance 

Program. Usually, child care funds not spent by 

counties are redistributed to other counties that 

have families on child care waiting lists. This 

year those funds were not redistributed, but 

instead were taken to balance the budget. This 

money would have provided child care assis-

tance to about 900 of the approximately 4,000 

families currently on the waiting list. 

Child Care Advisory Task Force

A state wide task force was created to review 

and make recommendations to the legislature 

to remove barriers facing families applying for 

and receiving child care assistance. The panel 

will begin meeting this year and issue a report 

to the legislature by January 15, 2010.

On to 2009

As the elections take place this fall, and a new 

legislature assembles in January 2009, CDF 

will once again be actively involved in urging 

state lawmakers to make investing in children a 

top priority.

Session, from 1

2008 ‘Beat the Odds’ Scholarship  
Winners Recognized at St. Paul Event

As part of CDF’s regional 

outreach efforts, CDF 

Minnesota Director Jim 

Koppel traveled to Montana 

recently to discuss the CDF Action 

Council’s support of the “Healthy 

Montana Kids” ballot initiative. 

The initiative would provide health 

coverage to most of the 35,000 

Montana children now living 

without it. 

The Healthy Montana Kids 

Campaign is currently collecting 

signatures to get the initiative on 

the ballot in November. And CDF 

is committed to backing the effort.

Koppel was joined at the press 

conference by Montana State 

Auditor John Morrison, chairman 

of the Healthy Montana Kids 

campaign, and by Tom Jacobson, 

Consumer Credit Counseling 

Service (CCCS) in Great Falls, to 

discuss CDF’s efforts.

CDF is working in partnership 

with the CCCS to develop 

Montana’s “Bridge to Benefits” 

website, which will help families 

across the state understand if they 

are eligible for work support 

benefits. This online screening tool 

will be launched in Montana later 

this year. 

Children’s Defense Fund is 

committed to creating a long-term 

presence in Montana to help build  

a strong public voice on behalf of 

children.

North Dakota Churches March  
for Children’s Health Care

In April, members of six Grand 

Forks, ND church congregations 

joined with CDF Minnesota at a 

Sunday march and rally to raise 

awareness of the importance of 

providing health coverage to the 

more than 14,000 North Dakota 

children who are living without it.

Norma Bourland, CDF 

Minnesota Lead Organizer said, 

“Having health coverage is a key 

indicator of child well-being. 

When a child is insured, they do 

better in school, have fewer long-

term health problems, and are 

better prepared for the future work 

force. This march highlighted how 

North Dakota’s faith community is 

aware of this problem and to let all 

people know they can be involved 

in finding a solution.”

Congregations that participated 

in the event included the Federated 

Church (United Church of Christ/

American Baptist), First 

Presbyterian Church, St. Paul 

Episcopal Church, Holy Family 

Catholic Church, and Zion United 

Church of Christ in Manvel.

Regional Report

CDF Backs Initiative to Cover Uninsured Montana Children

CDF Minnesota Announces  
New Advisory Board
CDF Minnesota has formed a new advisory board 

that will work with CDF staff to effectively carry 

out the organization’s mission. The new board is 

made up of men and women with a wide range of 

experiences and backgrounds.

Fred Senn, Chair 

Ann Ciresi

Nancy Feldman 

Beverly Grossman

David Hanssens

John Kostishack

Sally Lannin

Brock Nelson

Steve Schumeister

Mike Severson, MD

Maggie Thurer

You Can Support CDF Minnesota’s 
Important Mission
Every child in the Minnesota deserves to be healthy, 

free from poverty, educated, safe from abuse and 

violence, and part of a nurturing family and com-

munity.

 CDF Minnesota advances its mission to 

improve the lives of children throughout the state 

by advocating for effective public policies at the 

local, state and national levels. It also does research 

regarding the well-being of children and educates 

the public and decision-makers about the 

importance and cost-effectiveness of investments in 

child well-being. 

Children can’t vote or advocate for themselves. 

Your generous gift will help CDF Minnesota 

continue to provide a strong, effective voice for all 

children in Minnesota and across the country.

To make a donation, or for information about 

CDF Minnesota’s planned giving, contact Judy 

Ham, Development Director at: 651-855-1179 

(direct) or ham@cdf-mn.org.

CDF Minnesota News and Notes

In April, members of six Grand Forks, ND church congregations joined forces 
with CDF Minnesota to march on behalf of children’s health coverage.
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With a growing number of Minnesota 

children living in poverty and without 

health coverage, and with the slumping 

economy affecting the stability of families across 

the state, CDF Minnesota continued to press the 

governor and state lawmakers to make the well-

being of children a top priority during the 2008 

State Legislative Session.

The session began with the state facing an 

almost $1 billion projected budget deficit, so CDF 

Minnesota’s efforts were focused on protecting the 

gains made in 2007 for Minnesota children and 

their families. 

In 2007, lawmakers enacted legislation to 

provide health coverage for 37,000 uninsured 

children. This year, in order to balance the budget, 

Governor Pawlenty proposed health care cuts that 

would have wiped out almost all those gains and 

meant that almost 30,000 of those children would 

remain uninsured. Fortunately, those proposed 

cuts were rejected. But the action underscores how 

tenuous health coverage for children can be in our 

current health care system.

Legislative Session 2008

Pressing to Make Children Our Priority

Session, to page 4

Making Kids count: CDF Minnesota Research Director Andi Egbert discusses the findings of the 
2008 Minnesota KIDS COUNT Data Book at the first KIDS COUNT Coffee of the year recently in Duluth.  
See page 5 for more information about the findings of the 2008 Data Book. A schedule of upcoming 
KIDS COUNT coffees is available at www.cdf-mn.org.

The mission of the Children’s Defense 

Fund is to Leave No Child Behind and 

to ensure every child a Healthy Start, 

a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe 

Start, and a Moral Start in life and 

successful passage to adulthood with 

the help of caring families and com-

munities.

CDF provides a strong, effective 

voice for all the children of America 

who cannot vote, lobby, or speak for 

themselves. We pay particular atten-

tion to the needs of poor and minority 

children and those with disabilities. 

CDF educates the nation about the 

needs of children and encourages 

preventive investment before children 

get sick or into trouble, drop out of 

school, or suffer family breakdown. 

CDF began in 1973 and is a private, 

nonprofit organization supported by 

foundations, corporation grants and 

individual donations and does not 

accept government funds. In 1985, 

CDF established the St. Paul office to 

direct its efforts in Minnesota. 
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The number of Minnesota children living 

in poverty has climbed to the highest 

level of the decade, costing the state an 

estimated $5.7 billion each year, according to 

the 2008 KIDS COUNT Data Book released 

recently by CDF Minnesota. 

This year’s Data Book, entitled “From 

Getting By to Getting Ahead,” found that 

152,000 Minnesota children, or 12 percent - 

lived in poverty in 2006, the latest year data is 

available. That number is a 33 percent increase 

since 2000. (Poverty is defined as about 

$21,000 in annual income for a family of four 

in 2007.) The costly problem diminishes the 

state’s long-term productivity and economic 

output, and increases the public cost of health 

care and crime across the state, according to 

the report. 

“Poverty for children is not merely 

unfortunate, it is damaging, not only to our 

children, but also to our state’s future,” said 

Jim Koppel, CDF Minnesota Director

Koppel said about 50,000 Minnesota 

children under age 5 (15 percent) live in 

poverty. Research finds that young children are 

most vulnerable to the stress of poverty, which 

can permanently impair language development 

and memory. 

Poverty Among State’s Black Children 
Near Worst in United States

The report found that overall 12 percent of 

Minnesota’s children live in poverty. However 

the rate for non-white children was much high-

er. Fully 45 percent of Black children live below 

the poverty level, along with 26 percent of 

Hispanic/Latino children, and 20 percent of 

Asian children. Among the 33 states with 

enough Black children to produce reliable esti-

mates, only three states (Oklahoma, Louisiana 

and Mississippi) had higher poverty rates 

among Black children than Minnesota.

The annual KIDS COUNT publication 

provides state data as well as data from all 87 

counties on a variety of indicators that show 

how well Minnesota’s children and families are 

faring. The 2008 book focuses on family 

economic security, along with highlighting 

comprehensive data that show how well 

Minnesota is meeting the basic needs all 

children share. 

Other Findings from the 2008 KIDS 

COUNT Data Book Include:

Nearly 80 percent of Minnesota families •	
have all available parents in the 
household in the work force, 
while the cost of child care has 
soared 55 percent in Minnesota 
in just under a decade. The 
average annual cost of full-time 
care for an infant at a child 
care center was $13,000 in 
2007, or more than a full-time 
minimum wage worker could make in an 
entire year.

In Minnesota, an estimated 85,000 children •	
(7 percent) lacked health insurance in 2004 
to 2006 (the most recent national data), an 
increase of more than 20,000 children from 
four years prior. The number of uninsured 
children would fill every seat in the 
Metrodome, with tens of thousands still 
standing outside.

While the book reports some alarming 

statistics, it also highlights movements working 

to eradicate poverty, such as the Legislative 

Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 

2020. The book also includes a list of “Partners 

in Prosperity,” organizations that work with 

families to build assets and strengthen their 

future, and “Stars of the State,” groups using 

creative ways to support Minnesota families. 

Visit the www.cdf-mn.org to view 

additional county level data,  

download an electronic copy of the 

book and see a schedule of future 

KIDS COUNT events.

KIDS COUNT is a project of 

the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

More than 350 people attended a recent 

Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Minnesota 

forum which highlighted the work Minnesota 

must do to dismantle its “Cradle to Prison 

Pipeline.” The pipeline traps and funnels 

thousands of minority youth in the state and 

across the country into the criminal justice 

system each year. 

The forum, hosted at the Wilder Center by 

CDF Minnesota and St. Paul Youth Services, 

examined ways to slow the number of minority 

youth now being arrested and incarcerated each 

year. The groups said poverty exacerbated by 

race was the major factor underpinning the 

“pipeline,” both in Minnesota and across the 

country. 

“This report points out that often the most 

dangerous place for a child to grow up in this 

country is the intersection of poverty and race,” 

said Jim Koppel, Director of CDF Minnesota. 

“The pipeline that funnels thousands of 

minority youth into the criminal justice system 

has been aggravated by misguided policy 

priorities. We must work to dismantle it, and 

we must act soon.”

The event attracted dozens of state and local 

elected and civic leaders as well as local school 

and non-profit leaders who work with youth 

across the Twin Cities. A panel of local experts 

heard the report and discussed efforts to deal 

with the problem.

In Ramsey County, where the event was 

held, Black children made up 14.7% of the 

county’s juvenile population, but accounted for 

40% of the juveniles arrested and 47% of the 

juveniles sentenced to a secure juvenile 

correctional facility. 

Black kids were almost four times more 

likely to get arrested than their white 

counterparts, and children from all minority 

groups were more than twice as likely to get 

arrested than their white counterparts. 

Poverty Among State’s Black Children 
Near Worst in U.S.

The event came on the heels of a report released 

by CDF Minnesota in May that found that 

overall 12 percent (or a total of 152,000) of 

Minnesota’s children live poverty. However the 

rate for non-white children was much higher. 

Fully 45 percent of Black children live below 

the poverty level, along with 26 percent of 

Hispanic/Latino children, and 20 percent of 

Asian children. Among the 33 states with 

enough Black children to produce reliable 

estimates, only three states (Oklahoma, 

Louisiana and Mississippi) had higher poverty 

rates among Black children than Minnesota. 
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CDF Forum Highlights Need to Dismantle State’s ‘Cradle to Prison Pipeline’ 

CDF Minnesota Director urged the State Legislature to 
make investing in children a top priority at a press 
conference during the 2008 legislative session.

CDF Releases 2008 KIDS COUNT Report Across the State

2008 KIDS COUNT Report: Child Poverty Growing in Minnesota

CDF Minnesota staff Norma Bourland (left) and Andi Egbert (right) present Patrick Gannon 
and Carma Bjornson of the Rochester Child Care Resource and Referral with a 2008 “Star of 
the State” Award for its Kinship Caregiver program, which supports more than 100 area 
residents who are raising their grandchildren or other relatives. There are seven initiatives 
in Minnesota that received a 2008 KIDS COUNT Star of the State award for efforts make a 
difference for families. Read more in the 2008 KIDS COUNT data book at www.cdf-mn.org.

“Child poverty 
costs Minnesota 

$5.7 billion 
each year.”

More than 350 people attended the recent summit 
in St. Paul on the “Cradle-to-Prison-Pipeline” 
initiative in Minnesota.

2008 kids count Stars of the State
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rates among Black children than Minnesota. 
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CDF Forum Highlights Need to Dismantle State’s ‘Cradle to Prison Pipeline’ 

CDF Minnesota Director urged the State Legislature to 
make investing in children a top priority at a press 
conference during the 2008 legislative session.

CDF Releases 2008 KIDS COUNT Report Across the State

2008 KIDS COUNT Report: Child Poverty Growing in Minnesota

CDF Minnesota staff Norma Bourland (left) and Andi Egbert (right) present Patrick Gannon 
and Carma Bjornson of the Rochester Child Care Resource and Referral with a 2008 “Star of 
the State” Award for its Kinship Caregiver program, which supports more than 100 area 
residents who are raising their grandchildren or other relatives. There are seven initiatives 
in Minnesota that received a 2008 KIDS COUNT Star of the State award for efforts make a 
difference for families. Read more in the 2008 KIDS COUNT data book at www.cdf-mn.org.

“Child poverty 
costs Minnesota 

$5.7 billion 
each year.”

More than 350 people attended the recent summit 
in St. Paul on the “Cradle-to-Prison-Pipeline” 
initiative in Minnesota.

2008 kids count Stars of the State


